This assignment is dedicated to the NBA Players Association and sports fans around the world.  After suffering through several months of the first strike in NBA history, I decided to do a little investigating into the salaries of certain teams and players that have had a major impact on my life.  Since I lived in Atlanta my entire life, I have always been an Atlanta Hawks fan.  As a child, we had season tickets for several years so I was able to attend high quality, entertaining basketball games.  As I became older, money became the major factor on all sports franchises, especially the NBA.  Towards the end of this decade, disparities in salaries were rampant.  Even with my beloved Hawks, the staring five salaries were not an indication of a players worth and contribution to their team.  



   

The pie chart above reflects that Dikembe Mutombo received 41% of the total money earned by all of the Hawks starters combined.  His $9.6 million dollar salary did not equate to instant offense, even though he did earn the defensive player of the year in the NBA.  If I was Tyrone Corbin, who received a paltry three hundred thousand, I would be demanding a raise, a new agent, and a trade.  Remember, everything is relative.

As the NBA strike progressed, we received beautiful quotes from the three main union leaders, Patrick Ewing, Dikembe Mutombo, and Alonzo Mourning.  Mr. Ewing said the “We are fighting for our livelihood” while Alonzo and Dikembe declared the owners “racist” and “untrustworthy.” Coincidentally, these are all Georgetown graduates.  For our next graph, I decided to compare all of the current Georgetown alumni in the NBA salaries to one another.  




As you can see with the NBA opening up next week, Patrick Ewing, Alonzo Mourning, and all of their Georgetown buddies will be able to continue their livelihoods.  I hope that they will be able to pay for their fleet of luxury vehicles and custom made suits.  I know some graduate students that could use a loan.

As a University of Miami graduate, my alma matter has the privilege of playing Georgetown University in basketball each year.  Just to demonstrate the historical difference in basketball tradition, the line graph below represents the total number of Miami alumni drafted in the NBA throughout the last fifty years.  Please note that if you are drafted does not mean that you will ever make an NBA roster.




With only two drafted players in the 1990s, you can deduce that the University of Miami basketball program has not been able to compete with Georgetown’s throughout the past several years.  Times are changing.  This year, the University of Miami beat Georgetown 64-63. Despite this narrow win, I remain a bit skeptical based on the past fifty years of Miami basketball “tradition”. 
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